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recognised a law, pervading all the works of nature, a
law which even Helios, be he the sun or a solar deity,
must obey. This idea proved most fertile in Greek
philosophy; as for religion, I believe we can trace in
it the first germ of the Greek moira or fate.

Though we cannot expect to meet with any very
ancient and original thoughts among the philosophers
of Kome, yet I may quote here a well-known saying
of Cicero's, containing a very true application of the
thought indicated by Herakleitos : Cicero saysl that
men were intended, not only to contemplate the order
of the heavenly bodies, but to imitate it in the order
and constancy of their lives; exactly what, as we shall
see, the poets of the Veda tried to express in their own
simple language.

Let us ask now again, as we did when looking for
the first germs of the concept of the infinite, what
could have been the birthplace of the idea of order,
measure, or law in nature ? What was its first name,
its first conscious expression?

I believe it was the Sanskrit Eii&, a word which
sounds like a deep key-note through all the chords
of the religious poetry of India, though it has hardly
ever been mentioned by writers on the ancient religion
of the Brahmans 2.

The Sanskrit Rita,.

Nearly all the gods have epithets applied to them,
which are derived from this -Rita, and which are

1  De Senectute, xxi.    'Sed credo deos immortales sparsisse animos
in corpora humana ut easent qui terras tuerentur, quique coelestiunx
ordinem conteniplantes imitarentur eum vitae or dine et constantia.'

2  Ludwig, 'Anschauungea des Veda/ p. 15, has given the best ac-
count of JBrta.
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